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case, Ibsen shows, too, how Peer Gynt suffers under
the burden of heredity. His father, the rich Jon Gynt,
had been very much like Ibsen's own father; his
mother, we suspect, had similar traits to Ibsen's own
mother. The upbringing of the child had forced him
to take refuge in an imagined world. And to gain a
firm footing in that world, he has had to build his life
upon the lie. Brand had been the tragedy of over-
weening will; Peer Gynt is the tragedy of weakness of
will. But Peer Gynt is not merely a contrast picture to
'Brand; it is, as it were, the reverse of the medal. If
the one play was an example to Norway of how, by
devotion to a high ideal, she might attain salvation,
the other held the mirror up to her people, showing
them as Ibsen saw them, and as they should not be.
Both Brand and Peer Gynt want to be themselves; Brand
chooses the way of renunciation and sacrifice, and finds
his soul; Peer Gynt the path of self-indulgence and
compromise, and loses it. Brand rises to superhuman
personality and moral strength; Peer Gynt, in his
self-sufficiency, cannot be either thoroughly good or
thoroughly bad, and is in the end not good enough for
either heaven or hell; into the button-moulder's ladle
he must go, to be melted down and formed anew.
It is thus not the "being oneself" of Peer Gynt that
kills, but his way of being himself. If we will realize
ourselves, Ibsen seems to say, we must never lose
sight of that something not ourselves, which alone
gives substance to personality—responsibility, a
" calling "—and only through sacrifice to our calling
does our life receive its full content. The will to
achieve this, to live and sacrifice for an end not
ourselves, to fulfil our " calling", the mysterious
mission of our existence, is all that matters. Thus the
poetic idea of Peer Gynt has a more universally human
application than that of Brand. Few of us are made of
the stuff of which Brand is made; but everyone has
something in him of Peer Gynt. We have all of us a
considerable dose of egoism in our constitution; we
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